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quickly. " Your investigations seems to have estab-
lished pretty conclusively that Alcott had nothing to
leave. And in any case, he had no relations to leave
anything to."
" No. But he may have left a will, which has not
yet been produced. And he may have possessed some-
thing of value, which is now hi the custody of some other
person. I do not mean anything of intrinsic value,
necessarily. But some document which had a value to
some particular person or persons. I arn purposely
indefinite."
Oldland laughed. " You've got a theory of some kind
in your head, Priestley," he said. " Come on, out
with it"
" I have amused myself by a certain amount of con-
jecture," Dr. Priestley replied. " An exercise which I
sometimes permit myself to indulge in, though I depre-
cate it on the part of others. We all have our failings.
I have thought it possible that Alcott was deliberately
lured to the vicinity of Markheys, for some purpose at
present unknown. An empty house, visited oaly during
tbe day, has formed a basis for criminal operations be-
fore now."
" Yes, I'll admit that. But in this case criminal
operations cannot have included murder. That's ruled
out, absolutely. Look at the medical evidence, which
we can assume to have been correctly reported in the
cutting you showed me just now. No signs of violence,
no injuries to the body, a perfectly healthy state of the
organs. On the other hand, all the characteristic signs
of exposure to cold. You can't expose a man on a
frosty night against his will, unless you use force or drug
him."
" I had not lost sight of that difficulty," Dr. Priestley
replied. " But during my visit to Markheys, I overheard
a conversation to which I did not pay any particular